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THE WORLD BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SERIES 


This series, which is principally designed for the English speaker, will 
eventually cover every country in the world, each in a separate volume 
comprising annotated entries on works dealing with its history, geography, 
economy and politics; and with its people, their culture, customs, religion 
and social organization. Attention will also be paid to current living 
conditions — housing, education, newspapers, clothing, etc.— that are all too 
often ignored in standard bibliographies; and to those particular aspects 
relevant to individual countries. Each volume seeks to achieve, by use of 
careful selectivity and critical assessment of the literature, an expression of 
the country and an appreciation of its nature and national aspirations, to 
guide the reader towards an understanding of its importance. The keynote of 
the series is to provide, in a uniform format, an interpretation of each 
country that will express its culture, its place in the world, and the qualities 
and background that make it unique. The views expressed in individual 
volumes, however, are not necessarily those of the publisher. 
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Introduction 


The Republic of Ghana is located in West Africa, surrounded by the 
Francophone countries of Côte d’Ivoire (formerly the Ivory Coast) to 
the west, Burkina Faso (formerly Upper Volta) to the north, Togo to 
the east and 537 kilometres (334 miles) of coastline along the Gulf of 
Guinea to the south. Its relatively small size belies its historical, 
political and economic importance in the region, the continent and 
abroad although its colonial name, ‘Gold Coast’, hints at this. £6 

After Nigeria, Ghana is the second largest of the former British 
colonies in West Africa. Ghana’s land area of 238,533 square 
kilometres (92,098 square miles) makes the country slightly smaller 
than the United Kingdom and about twice the size of the American 
state of Pennsylvania. Its north-south distance stretches approxi- 
mately 480-650 kilometres (300-400 miles), while the east-west 
distance is 320-400 kilometres (200-250 miles). Most of Ghana is low 
in elevation with about one-half the country less than 150 metres (500 
feet) above sea level. Along the Ghana-Togo border run the 
Akwapim-Togo Ranges with the country’s highest peaks: aa 
Afadjato (885 metres; 2,903 feet); Mt. Djebobo (876 metres; 2,87 
feet) and Mt. Torogbani (872 metres; 2,861 feet). 

Located roughly 640 kilometres (400 miles) north of the equator, 
southern Ghana benefits from moist Atlantic air bringing rainy periods 
during the months of April to July and September to November; 
during the cooler months from December to February, drying, dust- 
laden harmattan winds blow down from the Sahara Desert. The 
lower one-third of the country is classified as a ‘forest zone’, with rain 
forest occupying approximately three per cent and ‘moist ish 
another thirty-one per cent of the land. Numerous species of valuat e 
hardwoods occur in the forests but logging and te ae 
patterns of shifting cultivation have significantly reduced the rele 
areas over the last several decades. The rate of degradation of the 
high forest is currently estimated at two per cent per year. sake 
lands, including a narrow belt along the coast and the northern 
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